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Third Space Brewing Wins Gold Medal at  

Great American Beer Festival® 
 

Unite the Clans Scottish-Style Rye Ale Wins Prestigious Brewing Honor  
 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin (October 10, 2017) – Third Space Brewing received a gold 

medal at the 2017 Great American Beer Festival (GABF) competition.  

Third Space Brewing was recognized in the Rye Beer beer-style category for 

its Unite the Clans Scottish-Style Rye Ale.  Unite the Clans was the only Wisconsin 

beer entered in the competition to earn a gold medal. 

 

GABF is the largest commercial beer competition in the world and recognizes 

the most outstanding beers produced in the United States. The top three winners in 

the competition’s 98 beer-style categories were announced October 7 at the Great 

American Beer Festival awards ceremony held at the Colorado Convention Center in 

Denver, CO. 

“We are incredibly honored and humbled to win such a prestigious award 

just over a year after opening our craft brewery,” said Kevin Wright, Co-Founder 

and Brewmaster at Third Space Brewing. 



 
“We believe this award validates our goal, which is to brew fully flavored, yet 

balanced beers that our customers will enjoy,” Wright continued.  “We are excited to 

continue to introduce interesting new beers for our growing loyal customer 

following in the Milwaukee area,” Co-Founder Andy Gehl observed.  “The response 

during our first year has been beyond our expectations, which inspires us as we look 

at new recipes and new styles to showcase.” 

Unite the Clans has a toffee malt sweetness that is balanced by a bready 

spiciness and a touch of roast in the finish.  Third Space Brewing originally released 

Unite the Clans in October 2016 as a fall seasonal beer.  The beer proved to be so 

popular that Third Space initially extended the seasonality of the beer through the 

spring. The popularity never waned, so Third Space elevated Unite the Clans to a 

year-round offering and made it the brewery’s third beer available in cans starting 

in late September 2017.   

Third Space also offers its Happy Place Midwest Pale Ale and Upward Spiral 

IPA in cans, as well as a rotating seasonal beer in cans.  Its Mocha Java Porter 

seasonal beer will be released in cans on October 13.  

Third Space beers are available in cans in approximately 50 retail locations 

and on draft in over 200 locations throughout the Milwaukee area, including at 

Miller Park this past baseball season. 

Third Space Brewing recently celebrated its first anniversary brewing beer in 

Milwaukee’s historic Menomonee Valley on St. Paul Avenue and 15th street. Third 

Space is on pace to brew over 2,000 barrels of beer in its first calendar year and has 

gained a wide following in the growing Milwaukee craft beer scene for making 

flavorful, yet balanced quality craft beers and for having a fun and unique tap room 

and beer garden.  

The 2017 GABF competition winners were selected by an international panel 

of 276 expert judges.  There were more than 7,923 entries, plus 118 Pro-Am entries, 

received from 2,217 U.S. breweries in the 2017 competition.  Just 293 medals were 

awarded, and only 2 of those medals went to Wisconsin breweries, with Third Space 

Brewing winning the only gold medal in the state this year.  

“Each year the Great American Beer Festival showcases the best that 

American brewers have to offer,” said Chris Swersey, competition manager, Great 

American Beer Festival. “With a record 8,000 plus entries, this year’s competition 



 
was the most competitive to date. Congratulations to all the winners who truly 

demonstrated why the U.S. is the world’s best and most diverse brewing nation.”  

For more GABF competition information, including the 2017 winners list and 

photos, visit GreatAmericanBeerFestival.com.  

 
 


